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|ntroduction

Thisjoumal will help you to draw trees. You will find directions for drawing blind and modified contours,
and deciduous and evergreen trees (see g]ossarg for definitions). [Tor each type of tree there is a
corresponding blank page that can be used as a tcmpla’ce for your clrawings. Wl‘men cl'xoosing alocation for
the activitg, it will be helPFul to find a tree far enough away from you to see the entire silhouette. Try to be
as accurate as Possib]e, and remember to observe, create and have fun! ]F atany time the type of drawing

exercise seems too hard or comcusing, feelfree to copy C]are’s drawiﬂgs. Remcmber, this is how the
masters learn to draw!

Blind Contour [ xercise
Clarc’s Trcc
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Date:

| _ocation:
Wcathcr:
Tempcraturc:

Sunrise/Sunset:
Moon FPhase:

Habitat Conditions:

Blind Contour of T ree

Modified Contour of T ree

Oblind contours are
drawn using one
continuous |inc,

without ever looking

at your paper.

oDont Pecic until you are
through the whole tree-

lcavcs, brancl‘\cs, etc.

OUSC scrap paper for
additional clrawings.

eModified contours are
drawn using one
continuous linc,

butgou are allowed to

look at your paper.

OTl‘lcsc exercises are

for SEEING trees,

not for making

‘(Good clrawings!’ Share
your clrawings with each
otherand laugl‘l. but also
look for how well you have

described your tree!



T he Pasics

Tree 5i”’10uette

(sheob Sn[hdulm

Trces come in different shapcs. Tree Srlbavetle

Note the basic shape of the tree

crown and Forking of the branche: - & WZ 4runks
ar morL .

Con bo as

s 4 Gk % e

Drawing T ree Limbs

Br‘anches grow out from

Tractice 3{‘\“‘1‘\‘\ amd 'f”k-"“‘] ‘g $uee brwukts/ [ike. (/\ia‘kww.\s ﬂ;l.‘H’tu.\,‘

)7

the trunk, gcttingtl-linncr
and thinner until tl'lcy Fina“y
become twigs to hold leaves. Q]

W oe

®

guu 4o do ~HM3|. bbUels +Wi7“
Make all (ines
va\{"muws' Tuet

-go lfkt,zl ond
Ahinner
Drawir\g | eaves
1. Draw mid vein first.
{al
@ J.mh(e&l’mc
Wmidri b
2 & %. Draw leaf outline. Dimele ’
tees ® — sw\le {ine
ovtline
4. Fdl in the side veins.
dotted Light line.
o @ Shde Veiag
a
raln-‘(’b
|taves
2 \
claw wagher ledhe— o ® ® o

Sourcc: Clare Wa[ker Lcslie



T he Pasics

T ree Silhouette

Draw silhouette of your tree.

Notc the basic shaPc of the tree crown
and Forl(ing of the branches.

Drawing T ree Limbs

Draw Foricing of branches.
Remember, branches grow out
from the trunk, getting thinner
and thinner until Fina“y become

twigs to hold leaves.

Drawing | eaves
1. Draw mid vein first.
2& 3. Draw leaf outline.

4. Fillin the side veins.



5ummer/]:a” Deciduous | ree [ xercise
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Date:

| _ocation:
Wcathcr:

Tempcraturc:

Sunrise/SOunset:
Meoon Phasc:

Habitat Conditions:

f. Kcep your drawing
no bigger than 6 x 8.
Mark cdgcs asin
Clarc’s drawing‘

2. Bcgin at
basc, as tree
curves up

from roots.

3. Care{:uﬂg see
how tall trunk is.

4. Draw ma‘jor
branch

scParations.

5ummcr/1:a” Deciduous T ree

5. Drawin canopy, as if
cutting tree from 5l<5.

6.Putin
branch clusters
lmcthcy appear
througl‘r canopy.

7. Avre leaves
jaggcc] or round?

8. Draw individual
Jeaf and seed

and label. Record
evidence of

animal activitg‘



Winter/SPrir\g Deciduous | ree [ xercise
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Date:

| _ocation:
Wcathcr:

Tempcraturc:

Sunrise/Sunset:
Meoon Phasc:

Habitat Conditions:

f. Kcep your drawing
no biggcr than 6 x 8.
Mark in cdgcs asin
Clarc’s drawing‘ You
can make a box if

you want.

2. Bcgin at
basc, as tree
curves up

from roots.

3. Carcfu“g see
how tall trunk is.

4. Draw ma‘jor
branch

scParations.

Wintcr/5pring Deciduous | ree

5. Notice direction

OF brancl‘\cs.

6. Draw roots,
they reflect the
canopy shape.

7. I ook at clrawing
for additional tips.



E_vcrgrccn Trcc ™ xercise
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Date:

| _ocation:
Wcathcr:

Tempcraturc:

Sunrise/Sunset:
Meoon Phasc:

Habitat Conditions:

f. Kcep your drawing
no biggcr than 6 x 8.
Mark in cdgcs asin
Clarc’s drawing‘

2. Start at top;
work arouncl

outer shape,

3 Fillin

needle details.

4. Blind contour

of Pinc cone.

E_vcrgrccn T ree



Roots & Shoots | ree [” xercise

Now that you have Practicecl sketching trees you are reacly to chose and draw a tree that most rePrescnts
who you are! Be sure to use your imagination and include the root structure underneath the grouncl.
Leave enough space in the roots to label the Pcople who suPPort you and in the branches to label your
l‘lOPCS and dreams. Review Roots & Shoots | ree [~ xercise in | essons [Tor HOPC.
www.lessonsForl‘roPe.org/studcnt/u nit l/unitone_activitg I.asp

Dr. Janc’s Roots & Shoots Trcc

Sourcc: Dr. Jane (Goodall






I~ xtension Activity

Mlake an inventory of the
trees that grow in your area.
Write descriptions of each;
.-measure the leaves, fruit,
war-id buds: draw a map indi- ¢
. cating where each type of
tree is located; draw full-tree ¥
< |2 silhoyettes, and details of the
' twigs, buds, seeds, and dried
leaves a-s best you can.
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Glossary

Blind Cor\tour A sketch which is drawn using one continuous ]ine, without looking at your paper.

Canopg T he outline of an individual’s tree shape, comprising the leaves and branches.

Dcciduous Trcc Trees that have leaves that fall off each autumn to save water loss in winter and to
prevent extra weight inice or snow storms.

Evergrecn A tree which is in leaf tlﬂroughout the year. Scmi~cvcrgrccn is a tree which loses some
of its leaves in autumn, retaining some until new leaves form in the sPring.

[Habitat Conditions Ongoing conditions, such as a drouglﬁt or long Periods of rain.

Modified Contour A sketch which is drawn using one continuous line, ]ooking at your paper

occasiona”g.

SHrub A tree which has more than one trunk.

Resources

The Jane Gooda” ]nstitute. wwwjanegooda”.org

| essons [Tor HOPC. www.!essonsgorhope.org | essons [Tor Hope is a web-based curriculum written
bg the Janc GOoda” lnstitutc. High school students learn about Dr. Janc Goodall’s life and
exPlore the sources of her optimism and I"IOPC for the future. Activities are designed to empower
students to make a Positive contribution in their community.

Roots & Shoots. wwwjanegoocla”.org/rs/indcx.lﬂtm] Roots & Shoots is the Jane (Goodall

|nstitute’s environmental and humanitarian program for 5outh.

You can find the Fo”owing resources and othergoocl books about drawing and nature at your school, local
librarg, and bookstores.
Les]iej CW and Roth, C Kec/o/nga Nature Journa/: [Discovera W/zo/e New Waﬂ 01[5@@/}75 the
Wor/c//\row?c/ You. Nortlﬁ Aclams, Massachuset’cs) Storey Books, 2000.
Lcs]ic, C]arc W. /\/aturcA// YcarLong. Dubuquc, lowa, K endall/[Hunt Fub]ishing Compamg, 2002.

(Credits

Eclitors: Susan Frey, Director of Education, Roots & Shoots
Stacg Wo]g, Koots & Shoots Education lﬂtern

Spccial thanks to (Clare Walker | eslie whose drawings and exPer’cise in the area of naturejournaling was
instrumental in the &esign of this Pamphlct As an artist, educator and natura]ist, she draws insPiration from
nature and uses her talents to help others cleve!oP skills in observation and sketching‘ She accomPlishes
hergoa! of encouraging and cnhancing our aPPrcciation for nature tlﬂrough tcac}‘ving and the Publication of
six books. T olearn more about (Clare Walker | _eslie, visit www.clarewalkerleslie.com
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